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HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN AND ARBOR HOSPICE

A $1 MILLION GIFT 
OF GRATITUDE 
Introducing the McGrail-Philippart Family 
Guidance and Emotional Support Fund, 
in memory of Cheryl A. McWilliams

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Since losing her sister in 2008, Since losing her sister in 2008, 
Nancy Philippart has been on a Nancy Philippart has been on a 
mission to help others prepare for mission to help others prepare for 
the loss of a loved one. Focused the loss of a loved one. Focused 
on helping families manage the on helping families manage the 
complexities of their grief and complexities of their grief and 
support them as they move on, support them as they move on, 
Nancy and her husband, Tom Nancy and her husband, Tom 
McGrail, have been building an McGrail, have been building an 
impressive legacy to honor the impressive legacy to honor the 
memory of her beloved sister.memory of her beloved sister.

HONORING A SISTER’S LEGACY
Only 39 years old and mother to Only 39 years old and mother to 
two young girls, a diagnosis of a two young girls, a diagnosis of a 
rare form of cancer rocked Cheryl rare form of cancer rocked Cheryl 
A. McWilliams’ world. Upon A. McWilliams’ world. Upon 
learning that curative treatment learning that curative treatment 
was no longer effective, Cheryl was no longer effective, Cheryl 
and her family turned to Hospice and her family turned to Hospice 
of Michigan. Shifting their focus of Michigan. Shifting their focus 
to quality of life, Cheryl and her to quality of life, Cheryl and her 
family were able to celebrate family were able to celebrate 
many special moments together.many special moments together.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A $1 MILLION DOLLAR GIFT 
OF GRATITUDE

PAYING IT FORWARD PAYING IT FORWARD 
In 2020, Nancy and Tom established In 2020, Nancy and Tom established 
the the Cheryl A. McWilliams Grief Support Cheryl A. McWilliams Grief Support 
Family FundFamily Fund demonstrating their  demonstrating their 
gratitude for the care and support gratitude for the care and support 
Hospice of Michigan provided the Hospice of Michigan provided the 
family throughout Cheryl’s illness. family throughout Cheryl’s illness. 
This fund provides bereavement This fund provides bereavement 
support to families based on their support to families based on their 
individual needs.individual needs.

Subsequently, Nancy joined the Subsequently, Nancy joined the 
Foundation Board and has been Foundation Board and has been 
an active member assisting with an active member assisting with 
fundraising, applying for grants and fundraising, applying for grants and 
hand-writing letters encouraging hand-writing letters encouraging 
long-time donors to establish Family long-time donors to establish Family 
Funds in memory of their loved ones.Funds in memory of their loved ones.

(L-R) Nancy & Cheryl

Achieving Stability in an Unstable Environment 
Change. Uncertainty. Goals. Decisions. Peace. 

A MESSAGE FROM BOB

To patients and families receiving hospice care, these five words can all be 
used to describe their end-of-life experience. 

Just as our patients and families navigate the shifting dynamics and emotions 
that come with a terminal diagnosis, searching for a sense of stability 
amidst the uncertainty of their journey, we also face a constantly changing 
environment and uncertainty that influences every operational decision.

When I stepped into this role in 2014, my goal was to firmly establish a sense 
of stability for the organization. 

Since then, stability has meant being nimble enough to weather change 
without disrupting the delivery of care. 

It has been demonstrated by being forward-thinking and innovative, ready 
not only to adapt to change that is thrust upon us, but also to lead the change.  

And most importantly, our stability has been measured by fiscal responsibility 
and our long-serving team of executives who shares this commitment.  

While the last three years have presented challenges we had never imagined, 
I am incredibly proud of how our team has identified opportunities that have 
transformed the industry and opened new doors to growth and sustainability. 

Today, we are financially sound, without debt, with cash reserves, and with   
a business model that ensures we can continue to fulfill our mission – 
Every Person. Every Time.  

With this stability and the promise that the NorthStar Care Community will 
continue to thrive, I have announced to our Board of Trustees my intention to 
retire at the end of the year. This milestone fulfills my goal to serve as CEO 
for ten years and has provided the opportunity to establish a succession plan. 

I am pleased to announce that the Board of Trustees has approved Patrick 
Miller, EVP and Chief Operating Officer to be the incoming President and 
CEO, effective January 1, 2024. A trusted colleague and key member of the 
Executive Team for 19 years, Patrick is ready for this important transition to 
lead the organization.

Knowing that my passion for our mission will not fade in retirement, Patrick 
has asked that I remain connected to the organization for the next few years 

in a consultative capacity as we continue building and 
expanding our national relationships. 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve this 
mission since joining Hospice of Michigan in 1998. 
I am grateful for my colleagues, our Boards, our 
donors and community partners whose support 

and encouragement has been invaluable. And I look 
forward to continuing to advance our mission in the 

months and years to come.

Best wishes,

Bob Cahill
President and CEO 



Shani McLoyd was grounded in the 
belief that her life would be full 
of possibility and adventure. Even 
when diagnosed with Multiple 
Sclerosis as a teenager, she refused 
to let her illness determine where 
she could go, what she could do 
and how she would live her life. 

For the next thirty years, Shani pursued her dreams with gusto, including 
earning a Master of Social Work from the University of Michigan, and 
pursuing a career in counseling. 

She travelled the world, visiting Europe, Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and 
everywhere in between. Not one for “safe trips”, Shani savored adventure, 
which even included bungee jumping — while in her wheelchair! 

Sadly, her struggle with MS took its toll and her health declined. Seeking 
to live as fully as possible, Shani turned to Arbor Hospice for the support to 
make every day count. 

Quickly, Music Therapy became an important component of Shani’s care 
plan. It helped her come to terms with her disease process, her loss of 
autonomy and addressed her desire  to be her “old self.” 
When asked by her music therapist, 
Rachael, if she would be interested in 
writing a legacy song, she responded 
with her typical enthusiasm, “I’ve never 
done that before!” 

Following a long conversation - how she 
loved helping others and how she never 
wanted to be defined by her disease - 
together Shani and Rachael wrote the 
lyrics to her legacy song. True to her 
spirit, the song’s refrain reflected her 
mantra for life: “…not what I wanted, not 
what I asked for, but I’m going to keep on 
going forward.” 

Setting Shani’s words to her favorite melody, Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah,” 
the song became an important part of every music therapy session. 
Rachael even made a CD, combining the music and lyrics with a recording 
of Shani’s heartbeat as a base note, which added a deeply personal and 
rhythmic pulse. Shani was filled with pride for having written something 
so powerful and hopeful. 

During her last few days, Shani’s family played the CD at her bedside, taking 
comfort in the meaning behind every word and beat in the song. Sharing 
the legacy song at Shani’s funeral, her loved ones remarked how beautifully 
it embodied Shani: full of life, of love and dreams, and of her struggle. 

For Shani, like so many others at end of life, music therapy was a 
meaningful way to fully express herself and leave the gift of her legacy to 
all who loved her.
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Music Therapy is fully funded by philanthropic contributions and is currently 
offered in select communities across the state. To help expand these services 

across Michigan, we rely on the financial support of our donors. 

Please visit www.hom.org/donate or www.arborhospice.org/donate. 

For more information on how you can For more information on how you can 
support this fund or to start a Family support this fund or to start a Family 
Fund, please contact Fund, please contact Stephanie Le at 
sle@hom.org or call 248-346-4253. 

Arbor Hospice 
Remembers Millie Scholl
Long-time Hearts 
Program Volunteer

TAKING IT TO THE NEXT LEVELTAKING IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL
Recognizing how valuable extensive Recognizing how valuable extensive 
social and emotional support is to social and emotional support is to 
families facing the loss of a loved one, families facing the loss of a loved one, 
Nancy and Tom recently deepened Nancy and Tom recently deepened 
their commitment with a $1 million their commitment with a $1 million 
gift to establish the gift to establish the McGrail-Philippart McGrail-Philippart 
Family Guidance and Emotional Support Family Guidance and Emotional Support 
Fund, in memory of Cheryl A. McWilliams.Fund, in memory of Cheryl A. McWilliams.  
This transformational gift will ensure This transformational gift will ensure 
families receive grief support counseling families receive grief support counseling 
and critical social work services to and critical social work services to 
address their emotional needs before and address their emotional needs before and 
after the death of a loved one.after the death of a loved one.

“We are very grateful for this exceptional “We are very grateful for this exceptional 
gift that will directly impact the gift that will directly impact the 
thousands of patients, families and thousands of patients, families and 
caregivers we serve annually,” says caregivers we serve annually,” says 
Stephanie Le, Director, Major & Planned Stephanie Le, Director, Major & Planned 
Gifts for Hospice of Michigan.Gifts for Hospice of Michigan.

 I don’t know how we 
would have managed 

without the caring support 
of Cheryl’s grief support 
counselor. This is one small 
way we can pay it forward 
and help other families 
through the grieving process.”

Mildred “Millie” Scholl, longtime Mildred “Millie” Scholl, longtime 
Hearts of Remembrance volunteer, Hearts of Remembrance volunteer, 
passed away peacefully on passed away peacefully on 
December 16, 2022. Still crafting December 16, 2022. Still crafting 
Hearts at age 90, Millie will Hearts at age 90, Millie will 
be remembered by her fellow be remembered by her fellow 
volunteers for her caring spirit, volunteers for her caring spirit, 
warmth and generosity. She will be warmth and generosity. She will be 
greatly missed.greatly missed.
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Arbor Hospice sponsors are italicized.

The Accident Fund Company  
   of America

All In Hospitality Group

Applied Innovation

Auto-Owners Insurance

Baldwin House 
   Senior Living

Bank of Ann Arbor

Besser Company

Karl and Patti Betz

BrightStar Care Home Care

Brio Living Services

The Brouwers Agency, LLC

Carelinc Medical Equipment 
   and Supply Co LLC

Carelinc Medical Equipment 
   and Supply Co LLC

Chalgian & Tripp Law Offices

Chelsea State Bank

Comfort Keepers

Comfort Keepers

EHM Senior Solutions

Fifth Third Bank

FirstLight Home Care 
   of Greater Ann Arbor

Golden Limousine Inc

Hansen Balk Steel 
   Treating Co

“Jiffy” Mixes

Jones Family Foundation

Jones Lang LaSalle Americas

Joel and Betsy Kellman

Lacks Enterprises Inc

LEAD Marketing Agency

Legacy Law Center

McWilliams Funeral 
   Home Inc

Meijer Inc

Mercantile Bank 

The Michigan Association  
   of Certified Public 
   Accountants

Miller Johnson Attorneys

Miller Welding

David and Deborah Morrison

Agnes Moy-Sarns and 
   Davis Sarns

Nie Family Funeral Home and 
   Cremation Services Inc

North Harbor Real Estate, LLC

Old National Bank

Ossineke Hardward & 
   Building Supply

Pioneer Construction

Rehmann

Robison-Bahnmiller Funeral 
   Home and Cremation Services

Mr. Donald Rumelhart and 
   Mrs. Judith L. Dow Rumelhart

Sentinel Group

Sentinel Group

The Shamrock Companies, Inc

Theodore J. St. Antoine

Michael and Denise Tobin

The UMRC and Porter 
   Hills Foundation

USI Insurance Service

The Steve and Amy Van 
   Andel Foundation

Visiting Angels of 
   Washtenaw County

West End Grill and JP 
   Commercial Real Estate

Zing IP LLC

Special thanks to the following sponsors who 
underwrote fundraising events throughout 2022. 
Their unwavering support for end-of-life care is 
vital to providing the programs and services that 
enhance quality of life.

Fall 2022 marked the return of fundraising events 
across the state. Renowned cocktail historian, 
Philip Greene, entertained audiences in Alpena, 
Detroit, Grand Rapids and Traverse City with 
tales and tasty concoctions reflecting the life and 
literature of Ernest Hemingway and James Bond 
author, Ian Fleming. 

The thoughtful words of clinical caregivers 
featured in the mission video that anchored each 
event beautifully underscored the profound and 
rewarding impact of our not-for-profit mission 
to provide care for everyone—regardless of age, 
diagnosis or financial circumstances.

FALLING BACK 
into Fundraising Events

DETROIT

GRAND RAPIDS
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Please join us in remembering Maggie Please join us in remembering Maggie 
Allesee, one of the most prolific Allesee, one of the most prolific 
and dedicated benefactors to this and dedicated benefactors to this 
organization and so many others organization and so many others 
throughout southeast Michigan.  throughout southeast Michigan.  
Maggie died peacefully, in her Maggie died peacefully, in her 
Bloomfield Hills home on January 26, Bloomfield Hills home on January 26, 
2023 under the gentle care of Hospice 2023 under the gentle care of Hospice 
of Michigan’s Oakland North team.of Michigan’s Oakland North team.

With a personality and energy that defied With a personality and energy that defied 
her diminutive size, Maggie’s pursuit of her diminutive size, Maggie’s pursuit of 
lifelong learning led to graduate studies that connected lifelong learning led to graduate studies that connected 
with her personal passions - education, guidance and with her personal passions - education, guidance and 
counseling. Her thesis, “Caring for the Dying” for her counseling. Her thesis, “Caring for the Dying” for her 
post-graduate work in gerontology at Wayne State post-graduate work in gerontology at Wayne State 
University inspired her interest in hospice care and led University inspired her interest in hospice care and led 
her to join Hospice of Michigan’s Foundation Board.her to join Hospice of Michigan’s Foundation Board.

Recognizing how education could transform end of Recognizing how education could transform end of 
life care, Maggie made a $3 million gift in 2001 to life care, Maggie made a $3 million gift in 2001 to 
establish the Maggie Allesee Center for Quality of Life establish the Maggie Allesee Center for Quality of Life 
(MACQOL). Inspired by her belief that everyone has a (MACQOL). Inspired by her belief that everyone has a 
right to quality end-of-life care, this transformational right to quality end-of-life care, this transformational 
gift significantly strengthened Hospice of Michigan’s gift significantly strengthened Hospice of Michigan’s 
capacity to improve the quality of life for patients and capacity to improve the quality of life for patients and 
families facing serious illness. families facing serious illness. 

Today, the center is an important component of the Today, the center is an important component of the 
NorthStar Institute, Michigan’s premiere education, NorthStar Institute, Michigan’s premiere education, 
training and innovation center focused on improving training and innovation center focused on improving 
care for people who are seriously ill and providing care for people who are seriously ill and providing 
support for their caregivers. support for their caregivers. 

As a passionate, energetic and generous champion of As a passionate, energetic and generous champion of 
our not-for-profit mission, Maggie was a recipient of a our not-for-profit mission, Maggie was a recipient of a 
Crystal Rose Award in 2005. She remained a loyal donor Crystal Rose Award in 2005. She remained a loyal donor 
for more than 20 years, and actively served on the for more than 20 years, and actively served on the 
Hospice of Michigan Foundation Board from 2003-2021, Hospice of Michigan Foundation Board from 2003-2021, 
transitioning to emeritus member status last year. transitioning to emeritus member status last year. 

As Maggie and Bob’s health began to decline, they As Maggie and Bob’s health began to decline, they 
turned to the support of NorthStar Palliative Care turned to the support of NorthStar Palliative Care 
and Hospice of Michigan. True to her generous spirit, and Hospice of Michigan. True to her generous spirit, 
Maggie and her full-time caregiver regularly expressed Maggie and her full-time caregiver regularly expressed 
their gratitude for the compassionate care she received their gratitude for the compassionate care she received 
from her hospice team. from her hospice team. 

Please join us in remembering Maggie for the legacy Please join us in remembering Maggie for the legacy 
she las left this organization. Her ardent advocacy for she las left this organization. Her ardent advocacy for 
our not-for-profit hospice mission will continue to our not-for-profit hospice mission will continue to 
inspire us - inspire us - Every Person. Every Time.Every Person. Every Time.  

If you wish to honor Maggie’s memory, please visit the donation If you wish to honor Maggie’s memory, please visit the donation 
pages of the Hospice of Michigan or Arbor Hospice websites and pages of the Hospice of Michigan or Arbor Hospice websites and 

select the NorthStar Institute in the drop down field.select the NorthStar Institute in the drop down field.
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Annual giving is the foundation of Hospice of Michigan and Arbor Hospice’s ability 
to fulfill its not-for-profit mission of serving all who need our care regardless of 
their diagnosis, age or financial circumstances. It is through our donor’s annual 
support that we are able to offer the quality, compassionate care that everyone 
deserves at end of life. A special thanks to our 2022 Caring Circle Annual Giving 
Society individual donors and organizations!

Arbor Hospice Caring Circle members are italicized.

AMBASSADOR ($25,000+)
Maggie and Robert Allesee*
Anonymous/Anonymous
Karl and Patricia Betz
The Carls Foundation
The J. F. Ervin Foundation
The J. Ferrantino Charitable Foundation
Fremont Area Community Foundation
The Mericos Foundation 
Jo Elyn Nyman and The Samuel and Jean Frankel 

Foundation
Nancy L. Philippart and Thomas F. McGrail Family 

Fund in memory of Cheryl A. McWilliams
Dug and Linh Song
Strum Allesee Family Foundation
The Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley Foundation
The Van Allsburg Family Charitable Foundation
West Michigan Alliance for Veterans

BENEFACTOR ($10,000)
Mrs. Christiane Anderson 
Anonymous
Gregory D. and Rajene L. Betz
The Brookby Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Carbonari
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Chernoby
Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. Clark
Toni L. Clay
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. DeNardis
The Jones Family Foundation
Helen L Kay Charitable Trust
Lacks Enterprises, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Liebman
Oleson Foundation
Dr. Michael Paletta and Dr. Cheryl Patterson
Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area Community 

Foundation
Milton M. Ratner Foundation
Edward F. Redies Foundation
Jane Tol
Donald and Lisa Ziemke

CHAMPION ($5,000)
Anonymous/Anonymous
James and Shirley Balk Family
Roger and JoAnn M. Bonahoom
Lynn and Stella Bowers*
Mrs. Margaret E. Byington-Potter
Mr. Alan Cantor and Ms. Julie Dunning
Carelinc Medical Equipment and Supply Co. LLC
Charlevoix County Community Foundation
Comerica Charitable Foundation
Brian and Darcy Connolly
Mr. Richard L. Davis
Mrs. Cathryn Derrohn
Mrs. Harriet M. Engelgau
Marc and Amy Ferguson
First Congregational UCC of Alpena
Alice and Jim Forrest
Mrs. Jacqueline V. Fracassa
Mrs. Barbara Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. Edward E. Hagenlocker

Mrs. Charlene Hanchak
Lloyd and Jan Hansen
Ms. Renate Hartman
Diane Imredy
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Jagst
Ms. Jo Ann Kasianowicz
Kronlund Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Kulp
William R. Lathers Foundation Fund of the 

Community Foundation for Oceana County
Kurt and Judy Ludlow
Benard L. Maas Foundation
John and Michele Maly-Dykema Family 

Foundation
Curtiss W. and Katharine S. Miller
Patrick and Tamara Miller
Lee Ann Myers
Khan and Liza Nedd Family Fund of Grand Rapids 

Community Foundation
Lt. General and Mrs. John M. Nowak
Mr. Lance J. Oberg
Pioneer Construction
Chris and Michelle Rabideau
RCO Engineering - Carollo Family
Ms. Susan A. Roberts
Judith L. Dow Rumelhart and Donald Rumelhart
Schoonbeck Family Foundation
Mrs. Beverly Siegel
Jack & Ginny Sinn Family Foundation
Speckhard-Knight Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Timm
The Steve and Amy Van Andel Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James J. White
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Patricia Winebrenner

PARTNER ($2,500)
Anonymous
Charles and Jessica Austin
Essel and Menakka Bailey
Dr. Richard J. Bingham
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Braciszewski
Dr. Anne Brouwers and Mr. Paul Brouwers
Bob and Nancy Cahill
The Jerry Clay Family Foundation
Community Impact Fund of the Community 

Foundation for Northeast Michigan
Community Investment Fund of the Community 

Foundation for Oceana County
The Conrad Family
Louis M. Dexter Memorial Foundation
Mrs. Dorothea DiMattia
Mark Drumheller
Gahn Family Fund of the Otsego Community 

Foundation
The Gerber Foundation
Bessie E. & Ethan Gray Health Fund of the 

Community Foundation for Oceana County
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Hastie
Marcie and Brian Hillary
John S. and Sarah H. Jackoboice
Kellogg Youth Fund of the Community Foundation 

for Northeast Michigan

Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor Foundation
Mr. Stephen J. Klotz
Ms. Diane Laboda
Mr. and Mrs. John Levy
Sandy and Karen Linden
Ms. Amy Tattrie Loepp
Martin Family Foundation
Michael F. and Denise N. McCarthy
Patricia and Arvie McDaniel
Mecosta-Osceola United Way
Mr. and Mrs. David Moorhead
Agnes Moy-Sarns and David Sarns
Mr. and Mrs. Dutch Nie
Paris Trailblazers Snowmobile Club
Mrs. Elizabeth E. Rands
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Rogers
Rev. John R. Smith and Mrs. Sally Smith
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Stanton
Ms. Tammy Stricker
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tiggleman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Tyron
Mr. and Mrs. G. Richard Wagoner, Jr.
Karen and Rick Williams
Mr. Ben Wolfe and Mrs. Mary Lane
Douglas R. and Margo Yellin Woll Family 

Foundation
Wolverine Packing Co

COMPANION ($1,000)
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl L. Albright
Ms. Lynn Alford
Alpena Beverage Company Inc
Ms. Margaret Anderson
Ann Arbor Jaycees
Anonymous/Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Antonini
Mr. and Mrs. David Avery
Mr. Jerald G. Bachman
Ms. Sharon Backstrom
Dr. Timothy P. Baessler and Dr. Margaret A. 

Baessler
Mr. Thomas Bagwell
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Bailey, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Martin A. Balk
Ms. Gwendolyn L. Ball
Ms. Peggy A. Bardy
Mr. Lewis Beaver
Drs. Robert and Nancy Beekman
Dr. Rosemary Berardi and Ms. Carolyn Zaleon
Jeff and Stephanie Bergeron
Ken Betz and Pat Brewer
Mr. Walter F. Bielski
Mr. Stuart Blanck
Mr. Paul Bogardus
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Borgsdorf
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Bradford
Mrs. Linda Breakie
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Brewer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Brodie
Mr. Robert M. Brooks
Brown Tassell Foundation
James D. and Cheryl Buhr

I N D I V I D U A L  D O N O R S  &  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

(continue next page)

*In Memory Of S P R I N G  2 0 2 3
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Ms. Barbara Burns and Mr. Molyneaux Mathews
Mr. and Mrs. Steven D. Burt
Eric and Debbie Canvasser
Mr. Lloyd Carr, Jr.
Mr. Robert E. Carr
Mrs. Carolyn M. Carty
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Chase
Mr. and Mrs. Peter V. Chelovich
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Chisholm
Ms. Harriet Clark
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Clay
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Clay
Ms. Kathryn Coleman
Ms. Christi Collins
Columbia Asset Management LLC
Community Fund of the Otsego Community Foundation
Joseph and Bertha Corrion Charitable Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Corrion
Mr. David Couvreur
Mr. John Crishock
Mr. Brian A. Crose
Mrs. Norma J. Crouch
Carl Curtiss
Mr. Thomas C. Davis
Mr. William Dawson
Deerfield Computer Associates Fund of the Otsego 

Community Foundation
Deloitte LLP
Ms. Patricia DePasquale
Ms. Rachel Derry
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Dietz
Mr. David Dilworth and Mrs. Susan Godell
Ms. Susan S. DiMattia
Mr. and Mrs. John J. DiMora
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Dobson
Mrs. Anne Doher
Domino’s
Down River Cleaning Service Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Duerr
Kelly and Ryan Errer
Dr. James B. and Gail Fahner
Mr. J. Michael Feeney
Dr. and Mrs. David Fischhoff
Mr. Stephen Fisher and Mrs. Anne Heacock
Gerald and Janice Fitzgerald
Mr. James L. Flannigan
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Frank
Ted and Brenda Frey Donor Advised Fund of the 

Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area Community 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Fry
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Gantner
Geneos Wealth
Mrs. Carol J. George
Dennis and Nancy Gershenson Family Foundation
GFWC Mecosta-Heart of the Lakes
Mr. and Mrs. John Goff
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Goldsmith
Mrs. Emilia Goossens
Grand Rapids Foam Technologies
Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Ms. Elizabeth Graziano
Greater Horizons
Mr. James Gregory
Mr. and Mrs. John N. Grissim
Mr. Rodney Groleau
Mr. and Mrs. Sean M. Guitar
Mr. Thomas Gunn
Mr. Keith Haab
Mr. Don R. Haines
Beach Hall
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Hamersma

Mr. Kenneth Handwerger
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Harned
Dr. James A. Heinsimer
Herr Family Foundation
Mrs. Elaine M. Hickey
Marcie and Brian Hillary
Mr. Bruno Hirzel
Mr. David Hochrein
Ms. Kay Holsinger and  Mr. Douglas Wood
Mr. Wallace Hopp
Mr. Jason Hover
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth G. Hungerford II
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Ms. Sally Irish
Ms. Mary Iwanicki
Ms. Rhonda L. Jamieson-Peeters
Dr. and Mrs. Stevo Julius
Ms. Davalyn Kafka
Mr. Eric S. Kaplan
KEITH
Mrs. Carol J. Kelly
Brad and Cathy Killaly
Ms. Patricia King
Ms. Eunice L. Kingma
Thomas Clifford and Constance Kinnear
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Kladder
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Klein
Mrs. Mary Kay Korty
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Koster
Mr. Charles R. Kreger, Sr.
Mr. Thomas A. Langlois
Mrs. Patricia Larson
The Dolores and Paul Lavins Foundation
Stephanie T. Le and Ky M. Cam
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Leebove
Mr. Glenn Lieving
Dr. Ray B. Loeschner
Ms. Elsie Lovsted
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lutz
Mr. Gregory A. Lyman
Mrs. Janice MacNeill
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Maloney
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Marks
Mrs. Mary Marschner
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Masters
Dr. John and Carolyn Maurer
Ms. Susan L. McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. James McKinley
Ms. Jane E. McNamara
Mrs. Sharon Meldrum
Mercantile Bank of Michigan
Michigan First Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Minkin
Billie* and Lee Miskowski
The Missad Foundation
Mr. John H. Mondrella
Ms. Karen A. Monts
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Munch
Lee Ann Myers
Ms. Megan Navarre
NCLEOA
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Newland
Ms. Krista Newman
Mr. George Nicols
North Harbor Real Estate, LLC
Mr. Kurt Nyberg
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Nyman
Mr. Bruce M. Olson
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. O’Neil
Corinne D. O’Reilly

Ms. Mary Ann Sabo and Mr. Jeffrey A. Ott
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Palmer
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Parrinello
William Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey P. Peck
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Pedley
Peterson Farms
Ms. Karen K. Piehutkoski
Tracey and Bob Pierce
Drs. Kenneth J. and Mary Pituch
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Poll
Mr. Randolph A. Porzondek
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Prisby
Mrs. Elaine Ray
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence B. Raymond
Mr. and Mrs. Brian K. Reeves
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Richards
Dr. J. M. Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Richards
Mrs. Kathleen Robertson
Elizabeth and Carlos Rocha
Sigmund & Sophie Rohlik Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Marc D. Rosenthal
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Rosloniec
S I Company LLC
Ms. Mary M. Sanders
Thomas P. Sarb and Ruth Ann Brevitz
Ms. Beverly Schimmelpfennig
Judith and Bradley Schram Family Foundation
Patrick & Christine Scoggin Family Foundation
Ms. Amy D. Seetoo
Mr. Erik H. Serr
Ms. Diana R. Sieger
Mrs. Jennifer L. Simmer
Ms. Nancy Simonelli
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Smith
Ms. Ruth L. Smith
Ms. Sonya J. Snedecor
Mr. James Sommerfield
South Haven Speaker Series Inc
Ms. Gertrude Spencer
Ms. Heather Spitler
Ted St. Antoine
Diane and Matthew Stabnick
Mr. James D. Storey
Mr. George Storrs
Mr. and Mrs. Alex P. Strati
Dr. Timothy S. and Dr. Melissa Styles
Mrs. Ann F. Surratt
Mrs. Claire Tamaroff
Hilda S. Taylor & Agnes Thelma Taylor Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Thompson
Mrs. Suzanne Tiggleman
Mr. Donald VandenBos, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald B. Varani
Venture Property, LLC
Ms. Judith Vindici
Mr. and Mrs. Steven C. Wade
Mr. Howard D. Walls
Wallside, Inc
Mrs. Martha Ward
Mr. Robert Warunek
Mrs. Carol W. Weber
Harvey & Lucille  Weisberg Family Foundation
Mr. Brian Weisman and Ms. Kim Burton
Mr. Max W. Wendell
Ms. Nancy C. Wheeler
Mr. George O. Widiger
Ms. Karen Wilson-Smithbauer
Mr. Robert C. Woodhouse, Jr.
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 Training staff to 

provide exceptional 

care to patients in a safe, 

well-resourced, hands-on 

learning environment allows 

us to get all aspects of care 

aligned. The lab provides 

endless opportunity to 

prepare clinicians for real-

world scenarios.”

- Alison Walker, Education & Research 
  Specialist, NorthStar Institute 

Technology and Tools 
That Set Clinicians Up 
for Success.

State-of-the-art technology & extensive
educational resources include:

The NorthStar Simulation Lab Opens its 
Doors in Ann Arbor

RAISING THE BAR ON

HOSPICE TRAINING
What was once a dream to build a simulation lab dedicated to the 
education and training of hospice clinicians is now a reality! 

Thanks to the incredible generosity of an anonymous donor’s 
significant Challenge Match gift, the NorthStar Institute realized 
its dream in December 2022, opening the doors to the NorthStar 
Simulation Lab - one of the few dedicated end-of-life education and 
training programs in the country, and the only one in the Midwest. 

The NorthStar Simulation Lab, with its highly innovative simulation-
based tools, resources, and education, is poised to become the 
gold-standard of hospice healthcare training, giving clinicians 
the opportunity to practice and perfect their skills in real-life 
situations without compromising patient dignity. 

This new educational resource fulfills a significant need to 
maintain and enhance the standards that define Hospice of 
Michigan and Arbor Hospice’s reputation for quality care. 

Recognizing that there is only one chance with every patient to 
get it right, the NorthStar Simulation Lab offers the comprehensive, 
holistic training that all bedside staff need to address the complex 
physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of patients and families at 
the end-of-life.

8 C O N N E C T I O N S S P R I N G  2 0 2 3

 f A fully-furnished, real-life patient bedroom

 f A Lifecast Adult Medical Manikin 

 f A Lifecast Pediatric Medical Manikin

 f A Debriefing Room/ Classroom 

 f Recording equipment to capture & share 
educational programming
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The NorthStar Institute has started utilizing the NorthStar 
Simulation Lab for the three levels of clinical competency 
training for newly hired RNs and Hospice Aide 
orientation. NorthStar Institute educators have already 
seen the impact this higher-level of hands-on training 
has on the competence and confidence of new employees. 

Later this spring, the last of six Regional Skills Labs will 
be completed, located at Hospice of Michigan offices 
across the state, providing even the most seasoned 
field staff on demand resources to ensure the mastery 
of both technical skills and effective communications. 
Regional Skills Labs are located in Big Rapids, Cadillac, 
Gaylord, Grand Rapids, Southfield, and Traverse City.

S P R I N G  2 0 2 3

 Most of our clinical staff come to us 
never having worked with dying patients. 

How do you teach staff to have crucial 
conversations? This cutting edge, centralized 
Hospice Simulation Lab, coupled with regional 

Skills Labs, will help us teach critical 
skills to make sure our staff are 

prepared to get it right every time.” 

- Rachel Derry, Director, NorthStar Institute

JOIN US!
NorthStar Hospice Simulation Lab

Open House & Ribbon Cutting

Wednesday, May 24, 2023
Noon - 2pm

Simulation Lab Ribbon Cutting 

12:15pm

SIM LAB & HOME OFFICE TOURS
MEET THE STAFF

FOOD TRUCK 

Home Office
2366 Oak Valley Dr., Ann Arbor 

Without the support of our donor community, ground-
breaking resources like the NorthStar Simulation Lab 
would still be a dream. Thanks to your generosity, 
the NorthStar Simulation Lab will help deliver our 
commitment to Every Person. Every Time.



All donations from The William Des Ormeau Family Fund – 
which has already raised more than $37,000 - will support 
the statewide expansion of music therapy programming, 
honoring her grandfather’s legacy as an avid musician. 
Marcie noted, “All my best memories of my grandfather 
included him playing music. He learned by ear and loved 
how music brought people together. He would be so 
thrilled by this.”

She continued, “This was quite the surprise, to say the 
least.” Upon learning that more than 60 friends, family 
and hospice supporters came together to establish this 
fund, Marcie said, “My family and I are so deeply touched 
by this gesture and want to give a big thank you to each 
and every one who contributed to this fund.” 
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A special surprise from family members and colleagues 
was in store for Marcie Hillary, Senior Vice President – 
Community Relations, at the November 2022 NorthStar 
Care Community Board Advance with the announcement 
of The William Des Ormeau Family Fund. This fund was 
established  to commemorate Marcie’s 25 years of service 
and commitment to Hospice of Michigan and Arbor Hospice.  

Established in memory of her grandfather who received 
end-of-life care from Hospice of Michigan when Marcie 
was just 10-years old — the fund recognizes the profound 
impact of her family’s hospice experience. Not only did 
it inspire Marcie to pursue a career in hospice care, but 
also every member of her family has either worked for or 
volunteered for the organization.

To make a contribution to The William Des 
Ormeau Family Fund, please contact Stephanie Le 

at sle@hom.org or call 248-346-4253. 
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I am so fortunate that  
    I get to do this important 

and meaningful work every day.

- Marcie Hillary

years of service in a 
most heartfelt way



The Legacy Club and Caregivers Club of Hospice of Michigan and Arbor Hospice’s 
special appeal campaign Giving From the Heart are employees who contribute annually at 
levels of $1,000 and $500 respectively. We are grateful to all of our employees for their 
commitment to the compassionate care they provide, as well as their monetary support.

EMPLOYEES ARE 
DONORS TOO!

LEGACY CLUB ($1,000+)

Robert J. Cahill
Rachel Derry
Kelly Errer
Marcie Hillary
Lee Anne Jamieson-Peeters
Eric Kaplan
Stephanie Le
Patricia McDaniel
Stacey McLaurin
Patrick Miller

Karen Monts
Lee Ann Myers
Krista Newman
Thomas O’Neil, MD
Michael J. Paletta, MD
Tracey Pierce
Elizabeth Rocha
Jennifer Simmer
Tammy Stricker

CAREGIVERS CLUB ($500+)

Lynn Alexander
Stacey Allen
Barbara Anderson
Brenda Bedient
Timothy Bedker
Elizabeth Berlow
Amy Birchmeier
Chris Bowman
Angela Christensen
Michelle Cockley

Colleen Dorris
Allison Droke
Robert Easlick
Matt Endres
Christine Flynn
Linda Gollan
Tina Helms-Smith
Callan Krupansky
Megan LaCross
David McAree, MD

Christine 
Mondrella

Renee Mulder
Justine Nix
Angela Rabie 

Greene
Jeff Ratich
Breanna Rodwell
Stacie Ross
Wendy Servia

Hospice of Michigan and Arbor Hospice 
are grateful for our established Family 

Funds. Opportunities to establish named 
family funds begin at $25,000 and are 

payable up to a five-year term. 

Lynn Bowers Family Fund 
in memory of Stella Bowers

The Brower Family Fund

The Jerry Clay Family Foundation

Brian and Darcy Connolly Family Fund

William H. DesOrmeau Fund 
for Music Therapy

Marc & Amy Ferguson Family 
Philanthropy Fund

Alice and James Forrest in memory of 
William and Irene Hughes

Sylvia and Ed Hagenlocker Family Fund

Lloyd and Jan Hansen Family Fund 
in memory of Liam Fairbanks

Kurt and Judy Ludlow Family Fund

The Oberg Family Fund 
in memory of Donna

Nancy L. Philippart and Thomas F. 
McGrail Family Fund in memory of 

Cheryl A. McWilliams

Chris & Michelle Rabideau Family Fund 
in loving memory of our mothers, Amelia 

“Wally” Caspari and Nancy Rabideau

George and Florence Seyburn 
Family Fund for Open Access

For more information on establishing 
a Family Fund, please contact 

Stephanie Le, Director, Major & 
Planned Gifts, at 248.346.4253.

Lisa Smith
Tonia Sprague
Cynthia Stroud
Lisa Walter
Carrie Welch
Jennifer Williams
Bonnie Wirgau
Mark A. Zook, DO

We asked our newest foundation 
board members what inspired 

them to take on this role?

Betsy Kellman
     Retired, Non-Profit Consultant/Development Director
        Huntington Woods

Adriane Groggins
     Managing Supervisor 
        FleishmanHillard, Southfield 

As a hospice volunteer for several years, 
experiencing the amazing, generous 

and genuine care that Hospice of Michigan 
provided to close family members inspired me 
to do more for the organization.

Our family’s recent experience opened 
my eyes to how much everyone needs 

hospice services. That’s why I want to help 
every family receive the same level of care 
my family received.

Greg Zelski
     Assistant Vice President, Associate Wealth Management Advisor
        Fifth Third Bank, Grand Rapids

It was two-fold. A personal experience with 
hospice really opened my eyes to the support 

they provide. That, combined with my wife’s passion 
and dedication to help families through trauma, 
pain and loss (as a neonatal ICU RN and a pediatric 
neurology nurse practitioner) has inspired me to 
play a part in making sure this important care is 
available to anyone who needs it.
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2366 Oak Valley Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

If you wish to remove your name from future fundraising solicitations, 
contact the Donation Processing Center: 800.669.9335 or email: info@hom.org

24/7 CONTACT CENTER
888.247.5701

24/7 CONTACT CENTER
888.992.2273 (CARE)

HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN 
LOCATIONSLOCATIONS

• • Ada (Grand Rapids)Ada (Grand Rapids)

• • AlpenaAlpena

• • Ann ArborAnn Arbor

• • Big RapidsBig Rapids

• • CadillacCadillac

• • CharlevoixCharlevoix

• • Clinton TownshipClinton Township

• • DearbornDearborn

• • GaylordGaylord

• • LudingtonLudington

• • MuskegonMuskegon

• • SouthfieldSouthfield

• • Traverse CityTraverse City

ARBOR HOSPICE / ARBOR HOSPICE / 
HOME OFFICEHOME OFFICE

• • Ann ArborAnn Arbor

Sandy Linden, Chair
Jane McNamara, Vice Chair, 
                                    Secretary, Treasurer 
Kurt Ludlow, Immediate Past Chair
Lawrence D. Bos, Sr. 
Ruthann Brintnall, PhD
Robert J. Cahill
Brian Connolly
Michael Damstra

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR BOARD MEMBERS:
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Sean Guitar, Chair
Steve Wade, Vice Chair
Christopher M. Prisby, CFA®, 
      Immediate Past Chair
June Hamersma*, Founding Chair
Robert J. Cahill
Eric Canvasser, CPA, MST
Jordan Carson
LeeAnn Clay
Ryan Duffy
James B. Fahner, MD
Kathleen Griffiths, MSW, MPA 
Adriane Groggins 
Marcie Hillary

HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN & ARBOR HOSPICE FOUNDATION BOARD

Brad Killaly, Chair 
Lee Ann Myers, Treasurer
Robert J. Cahill
Rachel Derry 

NORTHSTAR QUALITY BOARD

Mark Drumheller 
John Evangelista
Gerald Fitzgerald
Sean Guitar
Brad Killaly
John Maurer, MD
Khan J. Nedd, MD
Mary Sanders

Jason Hover 
Joseph M. Infante
Melissa Jagst, CPA
Patricia Adanti-Joy
Betsy Kellman 
Mike McCarthy, CPA, CFP, MST
Patrick Miller
David Morrison
Lee Ann Myers
Nancy Philippart
Marc Rosenthal
Deborah Bratkovich Thompson
Greg Zelski

Kenneth Pituch, MD, FAAP 
Elizabeth Rocha, RN, BSN, CHPPN
Mary Jo Smith
Carolina Typaldos

*In Memory Of

One great event. 
 Six fantastic locations!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! • hom.org/bbb • arborhospice.org/bbb


